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APPLETON VILLAGE SCHOOL 

Wildcat News 

Simply Second 
Page 4 

First Grade 
Page 5 

 

June 9 Brooks Trap, grades K-2 

June 12 Music field trip to Brunswick, 
Rapunzel 

June 13 Paper ballot for school budget 
vote at Appleton Fire Station 

June 13 PBIS Awards Assembly, 9am in 
gym 

June 13 Owls Head Transportation 
Museum at AVS, grades 3-5 

June 15 School Committee Meeting, 5pm 

June 16 Linx Car Race, 9am in gym 

June 16 PBIS Volunteer Assembly and 
ice cream social, 2pm 

 

 

 

 

Last Call for Lost and Found 
 
Unclaimed lost and found items will be 
donated to charity after school ends.  If 
you are missing something, don’t hesitate 
to contact the office with a description.  
We will be happy to take a look for you. 
 
 
 
 

June 19 No School, Juneteenth  

June 20 Literacy Event, parents welcome. 
See p.2 

June 21 Grade 8 Promotion 

June 22 Last day of school, FIELD DAY 
11:30 dismissal 

 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
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ESEA Application for 2023-2024 

Appleton Village School accepts funding through the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA) of 1965. As part of ESEA, Appleton Village School is required to provide reasonable 
opportunity for public comment on the consolidated application and consider such comment prior to 
the submission of the application. Appleton Village School is accepting public comment on the ESEA 
application through June 30, 2023. Please contact Susan Stilwell, Principal, to share your thoughts 
about the application’s goals and priorities. There will be an opportunity for public comment at the 
June 15, 2023 board meeting. 
 
 
 
 

Summer Meals 
To find nearby Summer Meal sites, please call 2-1-1 or go to the USDA's Summer Meal 
Site Finder website at:  www.hotlunchsummer.com  Summer Meals are free for ALL kids 
age 18 and under. 
 
Appleton Village School will be providing Breakfast and Lunch M-F June & July. Please 
contact patrick.campion@fivetowns.net for questions or call the school at: 207-785-4504 
before June 21st. 
 

From Nurse Sandy: 
 
Please make arrangements to pick up your child's medication on the last day of school, June 22. 
Medication cannot be stored at school over the summer. Medication not picked up by June 26 will 
be disposed of per Maine DOE policy.  
 
Have a wonderful summer! 
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Thank you to 

Partners for Enrichment 
for sponsoring grades 3-5 

Author Visit  
with Kevin Hawkes! 

 
Mr. Hawkes spent time with all three grade levels showing them how to develop an idea for a 
book from a few sketches!  The kids really loved one of his newer books, "Chicken Cheeks!" 

 
 

Wanted: Incoming Kindergarten and Pre-K Students for This Fall 

If you have a child who will be five years old on or before October 15, 2023, they are 
eligible to join our Kindergarten class. 
 
If you have a child who will be four years old on or before October 15, 2023, they are 
eligible to join our Pre-K class. Please note, the Pre-K class is limited in size. To guarantee a spot, register now! 
 
Please contact the school at 785-4504 to place your child’s name on our lists. We need full name, date of birth, 
parent names, address, contact info, and any special concerns – health or otherwise. Reserve your spot. 
 
Thank you for helping spread the word throughout Appleton. 
 
 
 
 

Have a great summer, 
from Third Grade! 
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SIMPLY SECOND 
Did you know that you can discover a magical, mysterious and mammoth recycled-wood troll 
sculpture in the forest?  Second Grade students and families visited the Botanical Gardens and 
had a wonderful time exploring throughout the gardens.  We discovered many animals, 
creatures, trolls, fairy houses and plant life. We became better stewards of our environment 
once we had the opportunity to explore and engage in the nature around us. Thank-you 
Partners for Enrichment for a fun-filled exploration day at the Botanical Gardens!  We greatly 
appreciate your support!! 
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First Grade 
First graders enjoyed their first trip to the Appleton Town Library last Friday! 
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Linx Car Race 2023 
Meet the Engineers: 

Taylor-Bomet Comet 
 

Ily-The Mack Mobile 
 

Asher-Ted With 3 Ds 
 

Sage-Mind Flair 
 

Des-The Guy With 
Three Ys 
 

Bear-Popcorn Racer 
 

Emily-The Definition 
Of Speed 
 

Anya-Turtle Sensation 

Jayden-Just Daviddd 
 

Braylynne-Night Light 
 

Karigan-The Fast Queen 
 

Meet the cars and watch them race on Friday, June 16th at 9:10! 
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Pre-K News 

It is hard to believe that we are in the last weeks of school before 
summer break! This year has been nothing short of amazing! 

I am sure that families have lots of fun events planned for the summer 
and that you are all looking forward to a slowed down pace of life. 

In case you may be looking for ideas on days when you need something 
to do, and keeping in mind that young children are most successful and 

happy with some form of routine, here are some ideas: 
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What's Your Opinion? 

That was the focus on Monday as third-grade and eighth-grade teamed up to read over, 
revise and edit the opinion pieces developed by the third-graders.  The 8th grade was well 
versed in developing and supporting their arguments, as they recently wrapped up their 
Leadership of Change speech unit.  Third grade came in and watched one of the speeches 
to understand better the similarities between opinion, argumentative, and persuasive writing. 
All in all, each group was highly impressed by the other.  
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  4th Grade 
Fourth graders have had two engineering experiences lately. First, students used the engineering 
design process to brainstorm, plan, build, and test parachutes. While the weather was not ideal on 
testing day, we made the most of it and students did a great job taking notes in their science journals to 
analyze canopy size, canopy material, and suspension line lengths. After testing, presenting, and 
discussing, students identified what they could do to improve their parachute designs.   
This week students had their third opportunity to work with Ms. Scott on a Lego project that integrated 
engineering and coding. Students worked great together and achieved success.  
I am so proud of each 4th grader and all of their achievements this year. It has been a true pleasure. 
Have a wonderful summer! 
~Mrs. Ludwick 
 
 

Field Day 
Field Day will be on June 22nd from 8:30-11:30. There will be water activities, please make sure your 
child has appropriate clothing for the day including a towel. Families are welcome to attend. If you 
would like to volunteer to help with activities, please email jessica.davis@fivetowns.net.  
 
 
 

Message from Appleton School Library 
Reminder that all school library books need to be returned to the book drop box by June 16th. 

 

SPEAKING SPANISH 
All PreK-8 students have made great progress in their fluency this year! It has 
been a true pleasure to teach all of the children. Please look for a Spanish year 
end summary to come home by the end of the year with your child. Also, there will 
be a summer challenge for all students K-7. Watch for it in your child's "mochila" 
(backpack) in the next 2 weeks! 
Hasta pronto...See you soon! 
Señora Karod 
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m	1.   Have your child collect summer contact information for school friends 
before the last day of school.

m	2.  Measure your child’s height. Keep a record and measure again in 
December.

m	3. Allow your child to stay up late to read tonight.

m	4.  Look at the stars with your child. Together, make up your own 
constellations—the Barbell, the Big Umbrella. 

m	5.  Have your child place a piece of paper on a tree trunk and rub with a 
crayon. This shows the tree’s “fingerprints.”

m	6.  Tell your child a riddle: What must you break before you can use it? (An 
egg.) Ask your elementary schooler to make up a riddle for you.

m	7.  Have a “power out” night. Use flashlights. Avoid using digital devices 
such as the TV, computer or phones.

m	8.  Think about the rules you have for your child. Are they still appropriate 
for kids your child’s age?

m	9.  It’s Donald Duck’s “birthday”—he first appeared in 1934. Ask your 
child about a favorite cartoon character.

m	10.  Help your child look up facts about a favorite food online or in a 
book. Where is it made or grown? What food group is it part of?

 m	11.  Have your child estimate the number of footsteps from your front 
door to the corner. Then count them together. 

m	12.  Spend 30 minutes reading together today. Let your child pick books.

m	13.  Help your child make a time line of when things were invented. 
Encourage your student to do research and keep adding to it.

m	14.  Does your child have a summer reading list? Post it in a special place 
and let your student cross off completed titles.

m	15.   Put small piles of herbs and spices on a plate. Let your child pinch and 
sniff them and describe how they smell.

m	16.   If your child could change anything in history, what would it be? 
Why? What might happen as a result?

m	17.  Help your child collect wildflowers. Iron them between sheets of wax 
paper. Hang the paper where the light will shine through.

m	18.  Go for a walk or a bike ride with your child today.

m	19.  Have your child set a goal for the week and write it down.

m	20.  Talk with your child about a choice you’ve made. Then talk about the 
consequences. Did any surprise you? What did you learn?

m	21.  Discuss ways to reduce stress, such as creating routines and staying 
organized.

m	22.  Do a word puzzle with your child.

m	23.  Plan a math family dinner—practice math facts that come in families 
such as 4+5=9, 5+4=9, 9-5=4 and 9-4=5. 

m	24.  Taste-test different types of apples with your child.

m	25.  Talk about how family members are achieving their weekly goals. 
Celebrate everyone’s successes.

m	26.  Fill several glasses with different amounts of water. Have your child 
tap them gently with a metal spoon and listen to the different tones.

m	27.  Together, write a list of things your family hopes to do this summer.

m	28.  At the store, ask your child to figure out how much money you can 
save by choosing the brand that’s on sale.

m	29.  Plan a family outing to a place your child has not been before.

m	30.  Set summer safety rules, such as “No going in water without an adult."

Daily Learning Planner: Ideas Families Can Use to Help  
Children Do Well in School—Try a New Idea Every Day!June 2023

2023June • July • August

Appleton Village School
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m	1.  Help your child open a savings account and identify two savings goals: 
one short-term and one long-term.

m	2.  Encourage your child to take responsibility for schoolwork. Offer only 
one reminder about assignments due soon.

m	3.  Teach your child how to play chess or checkers.

m	4.  When you and your child disagree, try switching roles. Can you see each 
other’s point of view?

m	5.  Ask your child: “If you could learn anything this summer, what would 
it be?” Look for opportunities to make this happen.

m	6.  Help your child start a reading journal. Encourage your student to write 
about reading activities this summer.

m	7. Help your child make a list of accomplishments in this school year.

m	8.  Listen to your child’s concerns, but discourage repetitive whining.

m	9.  Mention one specific thing you love about your child.

m	10.  Encourage your child to invite school friends over. Be home to 
supervise.

m	11.  With your child, pick a current news event to follow for a day or two. 
Discuss what you have learned.

m	12.  Ask your child to guess which ingredients or vitamins are in a food. 
Then check the label.

m	13.  Have family members use the letters in your names to write poems 
about yourselves. Start each line with a different letter.

m	14.  Talk with your child about something you are glad you learned in 
school. Or mention something you wish you had learned more about.

m	15. Challenge your child to walk someplace instead of being driven.

 m	16.  Ask your middle schooler to be your tour guide this summer. Have 
your child plan a family outing.

m	17.  Encourage your child to keep active this summer by swimming, 
walking or running. Join in when you can.

m	18.  Offer praise when your child tries something new.

m	19.  Call out words from the dictionary during breakfast. Take turns 
guessing how to spell and define them.

m	20.  Challenge your child to do a secret good deed for a friend or neighbor.

m	21.  Encourage your child to use a calendar to practice long-term planning.

m	22.  Kids still need routines during the summer. Discuss your child’s plans 
for spending time and your expectations, and set some guidelines.

m	23.  Suggest that your child write to a summer pen pal, perhaps one in 
another country.

m	24.  Take your child to the library. Check out two copies of the same book 
so you can read and talk about it together.

m	25.  Ask your child to take pictures of weekend family activities. Add them 
to a photo album.

m	26.   Kids often tell you as much through behavior as through words. 
“Listen” to your child’s body language.

m	27.  Challenge your child to name all 50 United States.

m	28.  Cut the headline off a news article. Have your child read the article 
and give it a title. Compare the titles.

m	29.   Describe something by giving four clues. Can your child guess what it 
is? Take turns giving clues.

m	30.  Remind your child to use you as a scapegoat if necessary: “My mom 
wants me home tonight. Sorry.”

Daily Learning Planner: Ideas Families Can Use to Help  
Students Do Well in School—Try a New Idea Every Day!June 2023

2023June • July • August

Appleton Village School
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Math: Parent talk matters 
A new study shows that family 
conversations about math have 
a positive impact on children’s 
achievement. Talking about numbers 
and everyday uses for math helps 
your child feel that math is familiar 
and important.

To create confidence and 
excitement as you talk about math 
this summer: 

• Model a positive attitude. 
Even if you struggled with 
math in school or believe 
you’re not good at math, stay 
positive when you talk to your 
child. Say, “I love a good math 
challenge” or “That is a tough 
problem, but I bet you can 
figure out a way to solve it!”

• Talk about ways you use 
math. Tell your child, “My 
cash drawer was balanced at 
the end of my shift” or “I saved 
four dollars on a tank of gas by 
comparing prices.” 

• Imagine a day without math. 
Your family might come up 
with ideas like “We wouldn’t 
know when to wake up if 

we didn’t have clocks” and 
“Dinner might not taste very 
good if we couldn’t measure 
the ingredients.”

• Include numbers in 
conversations. Say, “We need 
seven forks” rather than “Get 
the forks out.” Or say, “It’s 95 
degrees” instead of “It’s hot.”

• Reinforce what your child 
does correctly. If your child 
used the right strategy to solve 
a problem but made a careless 
calculation error, you could 
say, “You knew exactly how to 
tackle that problem. Be sure to 
double-check your work.” 

Sources: “The Way You Talk to Your Child About Math Matters,” 
Science Daily. “Positive Attitude Toward Math Predicts Math 
Achievement in Kids,” Science Daily.

Summer Learning 
Spotlight

Early Childhood/
Elementary School

Summer 2023

Create a family 
estimation 
station  
“About how many blueberries 
are in that container?” Estimation 
builds number sense, stretches 
mental math muscles and helps 
your child determine whether 
math answers are reasonable. 
But learning to make accurate 
estimates takes practice. A family 
estimation station can help. 

Fill a clear container with 
small objects (paper clips, 
erasers, cereal pieces, etc). Place 
it on a table with a pencil, slips of 
paper and an empty tissue box. 

Have family members write 
down their estimates and put 
them in the box. Then let your 
child dump out the items and 
count to see whose estimate 
was closest. 

The winner gets to choose 
what to refill the jar with. The 
best part will be watching as your 
child’s estimates become more 
accurate throughout the summer!

Celebrate the Fourth of July with 
math inspired by the American flag. 
Your child will practice several math 
skills—and get to know the flag a 
little better. Together, look closely at 
the flag and:

• Count stars and stripes. Your 
child will count 50 stars (one 
for each state) and 13 stripes 
(one for each original colony). 

Do star-spangled math  
• Spot patterns. What pattern 

do the stripes make? The 
number of stars in each row 
and each column form a 
pattern, too—can your child 
spot it? 

• Create math problems. Find 
different ways to add the rows 
of stars to get 50. Your child 
might say that there are 5 rows 

of 6 stars and 4 rows of 5 stars 
(5 x 6 = 30, 4 x 5 = 20, and  
30 + 20 = 50). 

• Find shapes. Challenge your 
child to count the rectangles on 
the flag. How many are there? 
(The flag itself is a rectangle, 
and so is the blue portion that 
contains the stars. Each stripe 
is a rectangle, too.)

11-800-756-5525 • www.parent-institute.com Copyright © 2023, The Parent Institute®, a division of PaperClip Media, Inc.
May be reproduced only as licensed by Parents make the difference!® and Helping Children Learn® newsletters
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Explore the math in nature 

Foster a positive attitude 
toward math 
Students who have a positive attitude 
toward math solve problems more 
efficiently and remember math 
material more easily, research shows. 
To encourage a positive math mindset:

• Set an example. Even if you 
struggled with math in school or 
believe you’re not good at math, 
stay positive. Say things like, “I 
love a good math challenge” or 
“That’s a tough problem, but I 
know you can solve it!”

• Talk about ways you use 
math. Tell your teen, “My cash 
drawer was balanced at the 
end of my shift” or “I saved 
four dollars on a tank of gas by 
comparing prices.” 

• Reinforce what your teen 
does correctly. If your teen 
used an effective strategy to 
solve a problem but made a 
careless multiplication error, 
say, “You knew exactly how 
to tackle that problem. Just 
be sure to double-check those 
calculations.” 

• Focus on effort and progress 
rather than grades or “smarts.” 
Studies show that saying 
“You’ve really learned a lot” 
instead of “You’re so smart” 
can motivate students. 

• Encourage persistence. 
Remind your teen of past 
successes. (“Algebra I was 
tough, but you stuck with it 
and got the hang of it. You’ll 
succeed in Algebra II also.”) 

• Point to role models. Share 
biographies of mathematicians, 
scientists and engineers. Talk about 
real-life role models, like a cousin 
or neighbor who is studying math 
in college or uses math at work.

Source: “Positive Attitude Toward Math Predicts Math Achievement in 
Kids,” Science Daily.

Summer Learning 
Spotlight Middle/High School

Summer 2023

Add up energy 
savings 

Nature is full of math, from the 
pattern of the tides to the symmetry of 
flowers. Show that math is all around 
us by encouraging your teen to:

• Investigate patterns. Your 
teen can use a weather app or 
website to learn about moon 
phases, sunrise and sunset times 
and high and low tides. How 
do the numbers change from 

Here’s a practical use for math that 
your teen may not have considered: 
It can help your family save energy 
and money. Challenge your teen to: 

• Analyze energy bills. 
Show your teen how many 
kilowatts of electricity and 
gallons of water you used 
last month. Ask your teen to 
calculate the cost per kilowatt 
and per gallon. Together, 
brainstorm ways to save. For 
example, the average shower 
takes about eight minutes and 
uses roughly 17 gallons. How 
much does your family spend on 
showers? How much could you 
save if each person shortened 
their shower by one minute?

• Cut back on gasoline. Have your 
teen track how much your family 
spends on gas and how many 
miles per gallon your car gets. 
Your teen can come up with ways 
to spend less (walking or biking 
short distances, carpooling, etc.), 
then track savings. 

day to day? Can your teen spot 
mathematical relationships?

• Research the Fibonacci 
sequence. This series of numbers 
begins 0, 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 
34, 55. Challenge your teen to 
find the pattern and continue 
the sequence, then look it up in 
a library book or online. The 
sequence reflects patterns found 

in nature, including in sunflowers, 
pineapples and seashells—and 
even hurricanes, the Milky Way 
galaxy and DNA molecules! 

• Hunt for concentric circles, 
or circles within circles—like 
on a target. Can your teen find 
examples in nature (ripples in 
a pond, rings on a tree stump, 
layers of an onion, etc.)?

11-800-756-5525 • www.parent-institute.com Copyright © 2023, The Parent Institute®, a division of PaperClip Media, Inc.
May be reproduced only as licensed by Parents still make the difference!® and Helping Students Learn® newsletters
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Read-A-Thon Prizes 
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JULY AUGUST  (2) TDB Flex Day
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S TDB Flex Day

1 1 2 3 4 5 August 21-22 Safety Care full training
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 August 23 & 24 Teacher Workshop Days
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 August 25 Safety Care recertification
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 W W 25 26 August 28 Teacher Prep Day
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 P HAL O 31 August 29 HAL Day
30 31 August 30 First Trimester 61 days

August 30 First Day of School 1-8
SEPTEMBER (20) OCTOBER (21) September 1 First Day for Pre-K and K

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S September 4 Labor Day
1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 September 6 Open House

3 H 5 6 7 8 9 8 H 10 11 12 13 14 October 9 Indigenous Peoples Day
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 November 8 Veterans Day Celebration
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 November 9 Early Release (11:30) PT Conferences
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31 November 10 Veterans Day 

November 22 - 24 No School Thanksgiving Break

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S December 1 End of First Trimester
1 2 3 4 P 2 December 1 Teacher Prep Day

5 6 7 8 E H 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 December 4 Second Trimester (58 days)
19 20 21 X H X 25 17 18 19 20 21 X 23

26 27 28 29 30 24 H X X X X 30 December 22-31 Holiday Vacation
31

January 1 New Year's Day 
JANUARY (21) FEBRUARY (16) January 15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
H 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

14 H 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 E 17 February 16 Early Release (11:30)/Staff & Students
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 H X X X X 24 February 19 Presidents' Day
28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 February 19-23 School Vacation

March 14 End of 2nd Trimester
MARCH (20) APRIL (17) March 15 Teacher Prep Day

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S March 18 Third Trimester (58 days)
1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 March 21 Early Release  (11:30) PT Conferences

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 E 13

10 11 12 13 14 P 16 14 H X X X X 20 April 12 Early Release (11:30)/Staff & Students
17 18 19 20 E 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 April 15 Patriot's Day
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 April 15-19 School Vacation
31

Month of May State testing for grades 3 to 8
MAY (22) May 27 Memorial Day

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 1

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 June 13 Early Release/Last Day (with 5 snow days)
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 O 14 15 June 19 Juneteenth
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 H 20 21 22 *Last day of school is subject to change. 
26 H 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30

H - School Holidays (11) 180 Student Days (5 snow days built in)
O - First/Last days (2) 175 Actual Student Days
X - School Vacation Days (15)
E - Early Release Days @ 11:30 (4)
W -Teacher Workshop Days (6) plus 2 flex days
P= Teacher prep days NO Students

Appleton Village School

2023-2024 School Calendar Approved March 27, 2023

NOVEMBER (18) DECEMBER (14)

JUNE (9)
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